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From  the  obituary  of  Thomas  Gillespie  (p.  2038.7),  we  learn  that  Thomas 
left  $300,000  to  the  families  of  his  two  surviving  and  one  deceased  brother, 
and  two  sisters,  numbering  in  all  about  40  heirs. 

I  could  be  mistaken,  but  I  believe  that  his  brothers  William  and  James  were 
both  dead  by  1867.  His  brothers  John  and  Joseph  were  still  alive  in  1867. 
His  two  surviving  sisters  were  Jane  and  Jeanette. 

The  interesting  and  remarkable  fact  is  that  Thomas  Gillespie  left  $300,000  to 
his  siblings  and  their  families.  If  the  $300,000  was  divided  equally  among 
the  approximately  40  heirs,  each  would  have  received  $7,500.  In  1867, 
someone  who  earned  $1 .00  a  day  was  earning  a  decent  wage. 

If  someone  had  an  income  of  $400  a  year  in  1867,  $7,500  would  have  been 
seen  by  him  as  the  equivalent  of  18  years'  salary. 

One  of  Thomas  Gillespie's  siblings  was  Jeanette  Hume  Gillespie,  who 
married  first  a  Mr.  Murray  and  who  married  second  a  Mr.  Locke.  One  of 
Jeanette's  two  daughters  by  her  second  husband  was  Margaret  Gillespie 
Locke,  who  married  James  Russell  (paternal  grandfather  of  Helen  Loomis 
Russell  Powell). 

Surely  a  great  deal  of  good  must  have  come  from  the  generous  bequests  that 
Thomas  Gillespie  made  to  his  siblings  and  their  families. 
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